
Reading with Your Child at Home – A Reading Guide for Parents  
 
Please read the following information carefully regarding your child’s reading books that they bring home to 
read with you: 
 
 
If your child brings home a picture book:  
 
 
Your child is encouraged to retell the story in their own words, this will allow them to talk about their own first-
hand experiences, develop their imagination and develop their oracy skills. If your child is struggling, encourage 
your child to tell you what they can see happening in the pictures. You could also retell the story for them to 
begin with, showing them how to use the pictures to make up a plot. The pictures may show a child, visiting a 
zoo or museum, having a birthday party or going to one and spending time with family and friends.  
 
 
 
If your child brings home a book with CVC words:  
 
 
 
 
Your child will bring home two books. Your child is encouraged to use their sounds to ‘segment’ the word 
(sound out each letter sound) and then ‘blend’ the sounds together to say the word. Your child will see the word 
first and then the picture on the other side. At first you may need to support your child with segmenting and 
blending the word until they master this skill. Learning to blend can take a long time- please don’t be 
discouraged if your child is able to segment the words correctly but unable to blend them to read. It takes lots 
and lots of practise!  
 

 
 
If your child brings home a Ditty Book:  
 
Your child will bring home two books. These are called RWI Ditty books. They will bring home a Ditty book and a 
corresponding reading book. Your child is encouraged to use their sounds to read words and sentences. They 
will ‘segment’ the word (sound out each letter sound) and then ‘blend’ the sounds together to say the word. At 
first, you may need to support your child with segmenting and blending the word until they get used to the 
books they are given. You will also see words in ‘red’ in the reading books. These are words that cannot be 
sounded out. Your child needs to learn how to read these as sight words. We practise these at school every day 
and it would be beneficial if you go over these words at every opportunity at home. The sounds your child is 
currently concentrating on are on the front cover of the Ditty book. 
 
Reading Record books:                                 
   
Along with your child’s reading book/s, they will receive a Reading Record Book. Your child’s teacher will write 
the date, title of book and a comment. When an adult at home reads with your child, it would be very useful if 
they could write a comment about their child’s reading. This is a great way to share and communicate with your 
child’s class teacher.  
 

 
 

 



 
Below is a glossary of words and what they mean: 

 



 
 
These are some useful questions you might want to ask your child when reading their books at home: 

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

It is really important to read with your child every day!  
 

 


