EARLY YEARS
FOUNDATION STAGE
Curriculum Meeting 2021

Aim of the meeting
• To understand what children need to know and be
able to do by the end of reception.
• Ideas of how to help your child at home

The Curriculum
The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum is based on the Early Years Outcomes
and The Development Matters document. The children’s interests are incorporated
through various themes ensuring that the curriculum combines learning both in and
outside of the classroom.
We plan an exciting and challenging curriculum based on our children’s needs,
interests, and stages of development across the seven areas of learning to enable the
children to achieve and exceed the early learning goals.

Our Curriculum
In the Early Years we want children to be happy, confident, well rounded individuals with a
love for learning. We aim to provide all children with a safe and stimulating environment
that builds on each individual's needs and interests.
•

Innovative curriculum which meets the needs of all our children.

•

Experience all areas of the Early Years Curriculumbring learning to life.

•

First hand and practical experiences through creative cross curricular topic
work known as ‘The learning Quest’

•

Educational visit and visitors into school

The Curriculum

Communication And Language
• Listening and attention
• Understanding
• Speaking

Physical Development

Personal Social Emotional Development
• Self-confidence and self-awareness
• Managing feelings and behaviour
• Making relationships

Literacy
Reading- Children read and understand simple sentences. They use phonic knowledge to decode
regular words and read them aloud accurately. They also read some common irregular words.
They demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have read.
Writing-Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken
sounds. They also write some irregular common words. They write simple sentences which can be
read by themselves and others. Some words are spelt correctly and others are phonetically
plausible.

Tricky words: I, was
Phonetically plausible
attempts at words e.g
woched
Finger space, full stop,
capital letter

Phonics
In phonics sessions children are taught to recognise letters, understand the sound
they make and then blend them together to create words. Some words, which
cannot be phonetically sounded out, are taught at each phase. These are known
as ‘tricky words’ and are taught through sight recognition.
Children continue to apply their new knowledge of phonics, through regular
interactive reading of texts with the teacher.

Sounds + blending = reading

+
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents/

Handwriting

How can you help?
• If children see print around them and realise the purpose of it, it will help them see why reading and
writing is important and encourage them to want to learn it.
• Point out labels, signs, headlines, adverts, newspapers, comics etc.
• Help your child read numbers and letters in the environment.
• Sing songs nursery rhymes and poems with your child.

Sharing books
• Read to your child whenever you can.
• Try to make it a special time in a quiet
setting.
• Read and re-read a range of texts.
• Choose texts that will interest your
children.
• Read with puppets.
• Use technology eg read a story from the
iPad

Maths
• Early Learning Goal – Number
• Children count reliably with numbers from one to 20, place them in order and say which number is one

more or one less than a given number. Using quantities and objects, they add and subtract two single-digit
numbers and count on or back to find the answer. They solve problems, including doubling, halving and
sharing.
Shape, Space and Measure
Children use everyday language to talk about size, weight, capacity, position, distance,
time and money to compare quantities and objects and to solve problems. They recognise,
create and describe patterns. They explore characteristics of everyday objects and shapes and use
mathematical language to describe them.

Maths - Number How can you
help?
Playing board games with dice
and counters
Take turns to roll a dice and count
back to zero from the number
thrown. For example:

Four, three, two, one, zero

Encourage sharing- There are 6
grapes how can we share them
equally between 2 people? Role
play
Comment on changes in quantity
e.g there were four people in the
room but daddy has left – how
many are there now?

Rhymes
Teach your child any number
rhymes or songs that you know,
particularly ones that involve
holding up a number of fingers,
like ‘Five little speckled frogs’.
Practise them regularly, with
actions.
Doing the washing
Counting in 2s – matching
socks.
Sorting by colour and size.
Matching/pairing up socks
Can you cut your toast into 4
pieces? Can you cut it into
triangles?
Setting the table. Counting plates.
How many more do we need?
Helping with the cooking by
measuring and counting
ingredients.

Cupboard maths
Ask your child to help you sort a
food cupboard out, putting
heavier items on the lower shelf
and lighter items on an upper
shelf.

Look for numbers whilst
walking e.g on the bus/ on the
door
Look for and name shapes
hiding in the environment to
describe the shape and
challenge to explain how they
know it’s a … triangle etc

Knowledge & Understanding of the World
People & Communities
Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members.
They know that other children don’t always enjoy the same things, and are sensitive to this.
They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families,
communities and
traditions.
The World
Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things.
They talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from
one another. They make observations of animals and plants and explain why some things occur, and talk
about changes
Technology
Children recognise that a range of technology is used in places such as homes and schools. They select
and use
technology for particular purposes.

Expressive arts and design
Exploring & Using Media & Materials
Children sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with ways of changing them. They safely use and
explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and
function.
Being Imaginative
Children use what they have learnt about media and materials in original ways, thinking about uses and
purposes. They represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and technology, art, music,
dance, role play and stories.

Children's attainment is measured in the Early Years Foundation Stage using the
Development Matters document and the Early Years Outcomes which sites the
expectation at each development (age) stage.
Look@Me is an online tool which is used to track children’s learning and progress on a
day to day basis, this allows parents and teachers to gain an insight into the individual
child's learning profile.
The 'Look@Me' tool allows the parent to view and comment on their child’s profile and
supports our ethos to forge strong links between the child’s experiences at home and at
school.

Partnership
• We believe that parents are a child’s first educator and therefore work very
closely with them to ensure that they are fully involved in their child’s
experience at school.
• All practitioners work in partnership with parents to develop strong links
between home and school and to ensure the children’s learning is
recognised valued and developed. This is achieved by a regular and
ongoing dialogue with parents, where the parent’s voice is valued and
supports the child’s development and experience within school.

Communication
Many letters are sent via our management system. If you are not receiving them,
please check with the office staff. If your email has changed, please let the office
know as soon as possible.
We also send text messages as reminders for important information. The office
politely ask parents to check emails and texts, rather than come straight to the
office.
Newsletters are posted on the website every fortnight. and emailed to parents.
These contain diary dates, events and celebrations of the school’s week. Please
read them.
Our website is regularly updated and provides information about our curriculum,
key stage results, policies amongst much more.
Website calendar.

